2017 Annual Report

Who strengthens Indiana?

PURDUE EXTENSION DOES.

For more than 100 years, Purdue Extension has helped strengthen
Indiana. But you may not be aware of all the ways in which we do so.
Explore us and discover what Extension does.

I’d be the first to admit: I could not tell you about every program,
partnership, service, or initiative that the people of Purdue Extension
provide across all 92 Indiana counties.
I’m proud of that. If I could rattle off all that Extension does for Indiana,
we would not be doing enough.
In the 2017 Annual Report, you’ll find a snapshot of Purdue Extension’s
accomplishments from the past year – and a look at what’s ahead in our
104th year of service to the people of Indiana.
Who looks out for Indiana’s agricultural producers with an eye toward
sustainability, diversification, and innovation? Extension does.

Purdue Extension helps Indiana build vibrant
communities, strong families, and profitable
businesses on its Main Streets and at its farm
gates. Our team – including campus Specialists
and Extension Educators in all 92 counties –
connects Indiana communities to world-class
Purdue University research and a network of
experts on agriculture, community, families,
health, and youth development. As part of the
Cooperative Extension service, we’re funded
by a partnership between federal, state, and
county government and are part of a
network of colleges, universities, and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

EXTENSION DOES
AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION
COMMUNITY BUILDING
FAMILY SUPPORT
HEALTH EDUCATION
LEADER TRAINING
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We work to strengthen Indiana lives and livelihoods in
four key areas, highlighted throughout our annual report:

Who helps develop quality Indiana communities and workforces with
holistic, expert, and proven strategies? Extension does.
Who encourages health education and helps people across Indiana
strengthen families, spend smart, eat right, and live well? Extension does.
Who shapes tomorrow’s leaders in Indiana to address pressing issues,
acquire necessary skills, and make the best better? Extension does.
Who dedicates each day to making Indiana a better place for all of us?
You’ve got it … Extension does.
I hope you enjoy the 2017 Purdue Extension annual report.

Jason Henderson
Director, Purdue Extension
Associate Dean, Purdue College of Agriculture

Agriculture &
Natural Resources

Community
Development

Health & Human
Sciences

4-H Youth
Development
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AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

Who researches
new agricultural
technologies to
develop best
practices?
Extension does.

These are potentially some
really valuable triage-like
diagnostic tools that tell you
there’s a problem, tell you 		
where it is, and tell you 		
how big it is.
Bob Nielsen, 		
Purdue University 		
Professor of Agronomy 		
and Extension Specialist

Extension Specialist Bob Nielsen and an
Indiana producer take a selfie with a UAV.

Purdue University conducts extensive research on digital and precision
agriculture, but how can producers and crop professionals best use
those technologies for maximum return on investment?
Aerial imaging is useful to diagnose general crop health or troubleshoot
areas of a field suffering crop damage, drainage problems, nutrient
deficiency, or disease. Purdue Extension Specialists and Educators are
developing best practices for producers who want to use unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and imaging technologies at the farm level.
Mark Carter, Agriculture & Natural Resources Educator for Purdue
Extension – Delaware County, is helping farmers assess whether UAV
imaging can be more affordable and timely than satellite imaging and
choosing optimal equipment and software for individual needs.
“This is a good step because it opens a lot of doors to talking with
producers about the technologies and the management practices that
they’re using,” Carter says.
Acclimating to new technology and acquiring a license to fly a UAV is
time-consuming, so Purdue University faculty and Extension Specialists
Bob Nielsen and Shaun Casteel, along with 17 Extension Educators and
staff at Davis and Southeast Purdue Agricultural Centers, are exploring
which imaging techniques create ideal combinations of specificity with
investment of time and money.
At the farm level, much of the technology still requires management to
examine images and identify a problem area.
“The technology is directing where you focus your efforts to ground
truth,” Casteel explains.
Working together, they hope to develop best UAV flight practices for
producers across Indiana.
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AGRICULTURAL
AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION
INNOVATION

Working to keep
farming accessible		
is what Extension does.
Twenty years ago, Justin Hosler sustained
life-changing injuries that rendered him unable
to walk.
“There’s a lot of life left and I couldn’t just sit there
and not live it,” says Hosler, who now farms 1,800
acres full-time in Huntington County. He found
out about the Indiana AgrAbility Project and
Vocational Rehabilitation Services of Indiana from
friends who farmed.
AgrAbility is a USDA-sponsored program
assisting agricultural workers with a wide range
of disabilities, from spinal cord injuries to arthritis
to behavioral health issues. It is modeled after the
Breaking New Ground Outreach program –
a collaboration between Purdue’s Department
of Agricultural and Biological Engineering and
Purdue Extension that served rural Indiana
residents. Now AgrAbility serves people in 20
states, and Purdue Extension is a key partner in
facilitating Indiana’s program.
Hosler uses a chair lift for his tractor, automated
controls for the farm’s grain dryer, and hand
controls for the semi-truck he uses to haul grain.
Thanks to this assistance, Hosler now feels in
control of his farming operation.
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This equipment
was a huge boost.
I thought, ‘I can do
this!’
Justin Hosler,
Huntington County farmer

Justin Hosler uses a tracked stand-up wheelchair with
heavy-duty tread to check progress in the field.
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AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION

Who keeps Indiana residents informed
about agricultural regulations?
Extension does.
Indiana has over

1,800
confined feeding
operations.

Indiana’s confined feeding operations (CFOs) house
tens of millions of chickens, turkeys, pigs, and cows.
CFOs operate under regulations at the state and
county level – the latter often differing from county
to county. To keep lawmakers, industry leaders, and
concerned citizens up to date on those regulations,
Paul Ebner, associate professor of animal sciences
and Purdue Extension Specialist, developed a website
to serve as a repository for the latest CFO rules and
scientific research.
The Indiana Department of Environmental
Management regulates CFOs at the state level, but
local governments create standards or provisions that
may determine where CFOs can locate within a county.

Who helps
Hoosiers
protect
pollinators?
Extension
does.

Pollinator-dependent crops are integral to economies
across Indiana and the world – consistently creating
jobs, representing 35% of global crop production
value, and generating hundreds of billions of dollars.
But pollinators are on the decline, under threat from
agricultural practices that limit their habitats, exposure
to pesticides and pathogens, and climate change.
To address this challenge, a team of Purdue
Extension Specialists developed the publication
series Protecting Pollinators. The award-winning
series is free to download and offers practical tips for
homeowners, farmers, and commercial applicators
to protect pollinators from insecticide exposure and
other risks. The series raises awareness of several
types of pollinators and offers tips that are easy to
implement.
Funded by a Purdue Extension Issue-Based Action
Team award, these publications are part of a larger
effort by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to
protect pollinator health across the country.

“Purdue has done extensive research comparing these
ordinances, which is helpful not only to those applying
to operate a CFO but also to decision-makers and
concerned citizens,” Ebner says.
The site also has such useful tools as models to
help minimize the potential effect of CFO odors on
neighbors and guidelines for resolving conflicts over
CFO decisions.
Ebner and Purdue Extension Educators also make
themselves available to discuss information on the
website’s contents and answer questions.

There’s an important national
debate taking place over threats
to our pollinator communities. …
These publications are designed to
provide important information about
pollinator survival.
Fred Whitford, Clinical Engagement
Professor of Botany and Plant
Pathology and Director of the Purdue
Pesticide Programs

Extension Specialist Paul Ebner compiles the latest
regulations and research on CFOs.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Helping Indiana communities
amplify their assets is what
Extension does.

Hometown Collaboration
Initiative

Indiana’s small communities face challenges to
remain vital amid economic shifts. Officials in Rush
County decided to participate in the Hometown
Collaboration Initiative (HCI), a partnership among
Purdue Extension, the Indiana Office of Community
& Rural Affairs, and Ball State University. Program
facilitators and trainers work with communities of
fewer than 25,000 people to enhance their local
leadership capacity, place-making prowess, or
regional economy by building on existing assets.
Members of the Rush County HCI group used
the HCI process to develop rushcountybiz.com.
The website gives current and budding business
owners the tools to develop business plans, obtain
loans or funding, network with peers, and expand
operations.

HCI was a healthy dialogue for
our community….We were forced
to bring new people into the
conversation, and they brought
in fresh ideas. The process is
extraordinarily valuable.
John McCane,
Executive director, Rush
County Economic &
Community Development
Corporation
(At right, McCane receives
a tour of a local startup,
Healthy Roots LLC, from
project director 		
Jim Bloom.)

High school senior Chris Holland, who also
attended the Indiana 4-H Entrepreneurship
Academy that Purdue Extension facilitates, is eager
to open a business one day and participated in
the HCI community discussions. He learned about
available community resources and made valuable
connections.
“If you’re an entrepreneur, you’ll find the resources
you need here,” Holland says of the new website.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Coordinating access to produce
for Indiana’s most needy is what
Extension does.

Nearly one of every seven people in Indiana struggles with food
security. Purdue Extension helps facilitate access to healthy fruits
and vegetables for those in greatest need.
Facilitated by Extension offices statewide, the Purdue Master
Gardener Program provides expert education for home
gardeners, which they in turn share with communities. Along
with generating $3.6 million in volunteer value and $47,000 in
scholarships in 2017, Purdue Master Gardeners donated 84 tons
of produce to organizations strengthening food security.

There are many organizations
here trying to feed the hungry
who have no budget to do it
and love when Purdue Extension
shows up.
Allison Finzel,
Community Wellness
Coordinator, Purdue
Extension - Vigo County

Additionally, the Purdue Extension – Vigo County office
facilitated a Wabash Valley Food Rescue to address food
insecurity among 25% of Wabash Valley youth. Students
choosing not to eat fruits or vegetables required in a school
lunch could place them on a “share” table. Students wanting
more could take their pick. The remainder was preserved before
a twice-weekly volunteer pickup for redistribution to food
shelters and soup kitchens.
From just one school, the Food Rescue salvaged more than
11,000 items, and talks are underway to expand the program.
The Food Rescue was coordinated through Community Wellness
Coordinator Allison Finzel and Purdue Extension’s facilitation of
the Nutrition Education Program (NEP). Across Indiana, these
coordinators work with community partners. Thanks to integral
federal funding through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program-Education (SNAP-Ed), the NEP works with community
partners to make healthy food and exercise choices more
accessible to limited-resource audiences.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Who helps local officials learn
about new state legislation
and its impacts? 		
Extension does.

Ever since I’ve been auditor, and
I’m in my tenth year, I’ve tried
to attend or listen to as many
of Larry DeBoer’s On Local
Government programs as I can.

Who helps build communities
by training grant writers?
Extension does.
A grant can jump-start community
development, so Purdue Extension offers
the Beginner’s Guide to Grant Writing
(BGGW) workshop.

Barb Hackman,
Bartholomew County
Auditor

Under the umbrella of the Stronger
Economies Together initiative, BGGW
helps novice grant writers learn how to
compose effective proposals and identify
potential funders for projects of all sizes
and scope.

Barb Hackman, Bartholomew County auditor, knows
how hard it is for local government officials to stay
abreast of new legislation.
“We’re constantly trying to educate not only the
general public but also our local officials on new
legislation and how it changes how we function
locally, and its impact on property and income tax,”
she says.
That’s why Hackman values the workshops and
webinars offered by Purdue Extension’s On Local
Government program. They help county councillors,
commissioners, and city officials stay informed and
incorporate new updates and data in policy decisions.
Bartholomew County hosted a free regional workshop
on property tax caps led by Larry DeBoer, Purdue
University professor and Extension Specialist in
agricultural economics. City and county officials were
invited, as well as their counterparts from Brown,
Decatur, Jackson, Jennings, and Shelby Counties, and
more than 40 officials attended.
These opportunities are invaluable, Hackman says,
because the tax system is complex and can be difficult
to understand for officials who don’t work with it
every day.
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A family enjoys one of the StoryWalks
installed by the Johnson County
Public Library.

320

PARTICIPANTS

20

LOCATIONS

880K

$

25

PROPOSALS

Tiffany Wilson, manager at the Franklin
branch of the Johnson County Public
Library, received a $5,000 grant to install
a StoryWalk at Country Gate Park in New
Whiteland. StoryWalk is an innovative and
fun way for families to enjoy reading and
the outdoors at the same time. Laminated
pages from a children’s book are displayed
outdoors along a path, each page
directing readers to the next as they stroll.

in BGGW from September 2016 to
December 2017
for BGGW workshops

grants received by participants

Preparing a specific itemized
budget for the grant workshop
proposal helped tremendously.
I used the StoryWalk as my
example.

Tiffany Wilson,
Franklin Branch Manager,
Johnson County 		
Public Library

successful across 20 Indiana organizations
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FA M I LY S U P P O R T

Helping train early
childhood care providers
is what Extension does.
Linda presented a
workshop on family
engagement, ‘How to Get
Parents on Your Team,’ at
our annual staff meeting.
The training was extremely
helpful in advancing our
efforts in becoming more
confident and effective
in family engagement
practices.
Judy Ford, Program Director,
Caring Heart, Open Arms
Childcare and Development
Ministry, Hobart

26.5% 5,598
of Lake County
children under
18 live in
poverty.
2016 Indiana Public
Data Utility
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Lake County
children
receive
Child Care
Development
Fund Child
Care Vouchers.

OVER

450

80%

Indiana
childcare
providers
received
monthly
professional
development
training.

of providers
reported
using training
they received
in their
classrooms.

According to Indiana statistics, over a quarter of Lake
County children under the age of 18 live in poverty.
Lake County is one of several Indiana counties offering
state programs that give young children in low-income
families the opportunity to experience high-quality
education and care.
To ensure childcare providers have the tools they
need to effectively prepare children for kindergarten,
Purdue Extension – Lake County offers professional
development for early learning providers. Health &
Human Sciences Educator Linda Curley helps providers
identify strategies to strengthen classroom skills and
ways to close the achievement gap for children in 		
their care.
In monthly training sessions with childcare providers,
Curley helps them meet Indiana’s early learning
standards. Topics include social and emotional skillbuilding activities, ways to support a strong science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) curriculum
in early learning environments, and a focus on cultural
competence in the workplace. The I Am Moving, I
Am Learning curriculum also informs teachers of
the strong ties between physical activity and brain
development. In addition, Curley trains providers
on the crucial role that family involvement plays in
benefiting young children.
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FA M I LY S U P P O R T

Who helps farm families plan
for the next generation?
Extension does.

Mike and Sue Martin were happy when their son,
Ben, expressed interest in taking over the family
dairy farms in Elkhart County after they retire.
So when Sue heard about the Purdue Extension
Succession Planning Team’s series of workshops,
she and Mike began to attend.
“We heard all the stories about when people didn’t
make their succession plans ahead of time, and
then things blew up,” Mike says.
The Succession Planning Team is a group of
lawyers, accountants, and Purdue Extension
Educators who offer workshops and family
consultations across Indiana to help families
transfer farm and business ownership. Their efforts
cover financial skills, risk management, asset
transfer, business structures, communication, and
team building.

Farming is a complex
thing. We wouldn’t
even know to think
about some of
these things if we
hadn’t gone to the
workshops.
Sue Martin,
Elkhart County
farmer

100%

Event attendees
who found the
information useful

The Martins encourage other farmers considering
retirement to begin planning early. Attending the
workshops also allowed them to network with
other farmers who were going through the process
and pick up information and tips from their peers,
Mike says.

40K+
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54%

< 20%

7

3

Owners of such
farms planning to
transfer ownership
within the family

Indiana farms on
200 acres or less

Workshop topics
covered

Farm owners
have written
succession plans

Program
components

Mike and Sue Martin
are using tools from
the Purdue Extension
Succession Planning
Team to pass their
northern Indiana
dairy farm near
Wakarusa to their son,
Ben, when they retire.
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FA M I LY S U P P O R T

255 participants completed Indiana’s 			
Co-Parenting for Successful Kids in 2017.

Facilitating access to nutritious
food is what Extension does.

187 participated online.
68 participated on-site in 18 classes in 6 counties.

245 Hoosier youth benefited from parents in the 		

Ninety percent of Gary’s neighborhoods lie within designated

program during the 2016–17 program year.

food deserts – urban areas in which affordable, good-quality,
fresh food is scarce. People with disabilities are especially
vulnerable when access to food is limited.

of parents reported they will use respectful 		
96% language
more frequently than they did prior

In Lake County, Terri Saltzman is a Community Wellness
Coordinator in Purdue Extension’s Nutrition Education
Program. Her team targeted food insecurity within the visually
impaired population by collaborating with the Blind Social
Center (BSC) in Gary to install a community garden. Other
partners in the effort included the Purdue Extension – Lake
County Agriculture & Natural Resources Educator, the City of
Gary, and Home Depot.

will develop and follow a detailed, 			
94% child-focused
co-parenting plan with their

to the class.

co-parent.

The garden now provides produce to approximately 60
visually impaired citizens who are also learning how to grow
their own produce by working in the garden. The garden’s
inception and implementation are being studied as a
model for similar organizations.

Co-Parenting for Successful Kids is a researchPurdue Extension collaborated with several
partners to install a community garden at the
Blind Social Center in Gary, Indiana, and teach
visually impaired citizens how to grow their
own produce.
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Who promotes positive
co-parenting?
Extension does.

based education class to help separating,
divorcing, or non-married parents develop plans
for respectful, responsive, and responsible coparenting. Purdue Extension offers classes online
or on-site in 36 Indiana counties, which cover how
children are affected by divorce, parenting styles
and discipline, developing parenting plans, and
ways for families to manage stress.
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H E A LT H E D U C AT I O N

Bringing together experts on
Indiana’s opioid crisis is what
Extension does.
The nation’s opioid crisis affects all socioeconomic groups
and geographic areas but is especially critical in rural areas.
According to Centers for Disease Control studies, the rate of
opioid-related overdose deaths in non-metro counties is 45
percent higher than in metro counties.
To address the impact of the crisis in Indiana’s rural and farming
communities, a consortium of eight Indiana agricultural and
public health organizations, including Purdue Extension,
hosted a statewide symposium to build awareness and forge
effective partnerships. Stephanie Woodcox, assistant program
leader and Purdue Health & Human Sciences (HHS) Extension
Specialist, highlighted the numerous ways in which all four
Purdue Extension program areas are working to address the
opioid crisis.

Purdue Extension is dedicated to
uniting all of its program areas to be
a proactive, preventive, and positive
force in addressing Indiana’s opioid
crisis.
• Agriculture & Natural Resources (ANR):
ANR educators in all 92 Indiana counties
have established relationships with the
agricultural and rural communities in
each, providing a proven, trusted point of
contact.

There are not very many
programs that have solid
evidence of long-term impact
in reducing substance abuse
among young people.
Strengthening Families 		
is one.

• Community Development: Our
Community Development personnel help
local leaders and decision-makers build
capacity for multifaceted, community
conversations – and policy actions – related
to opioids.

Jim McClelland, Executive
Director for Drug Prevention,
Treatment, and Enforcement
for the State of Indiana

• Health & Human Sciences (HHS): Parenting
and family programs, health education,
and coordinated webinars to help policymakers are among the ways in which HHS
addresses the opioid crisis.
• Indiana 4-H Youth Development: Indiana’s
premier youth development program
provides afterschool activities as a
productive outlet for youth interests
and offers a framework to build
positive role models.

HHS Extension recently received a National Institute of Food
and Agriculture grant toward such programs to prevent or
reduce opioid abuse, chiefly in rural communities in Indiana.
The grant will help expand the Strengthening Families
program to several new Indiana counties and will be used
to develop a series of regional webinars for professionals, in
partnership with the North Central Regional Center for
Rural Development.
During the symposium, a panel of public policy leaders
and experts from the health, economic development, and
law enforcement sectors discussed the social and financial
consequences of opioid abuse, as well as prevention and
treatment initiatives.
Stephanie Woodcox, Health & Human Sciences Extension Specialist,
spoke to 400 symposium attendees about the ways she and her fellow
Purdue Extension personnel are addressing the opioid crisis.
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H E A LT H E D U C AT I O N

Who helps communities
make healthier choices?
Extension does.

Obesity is a serious public health
concern. … Each Purdue Extension office
is a trusted community resource, and
that gives us a foundation to build on
as we work together to create long-term
solutions for this public health problem.

When the Centers for Disease Control and

Tim Gavin, Purdue University
Professor and Head, Department 		
of Health and Kinesiology

Prevention awarded Tim Gavin, professor
and head of Purdue’s Department of Health
and Kinesiology, a $1.15 million grant to
reduce obesity in Indiana through community
involvement, he partnered with Purdue
Extension to roll out initiatives in Lawrence and
Jackson counties.
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Physical inactivity rates (2017)
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so

The team displays healthy items like apples,
oranges, baked chips, granola bars, and water
on small metal shelves with information about
nutrition and healthy choices. Customers have
commented how much they enjoy healthy
options, especially for daylong events and allweekend tournaments.

Obesity rates (2012)
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Opportunities for physical activity
(2017 rates)
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so

The research team is implementing a model
designed to build community leadership and
support resources to address local health
needs. In Jackson County, that means providing
healthier choices in concession stands
throughout the county at high schools, middle
and elementary schools, parks and community
pools, community agencies, and summer sports
programs.
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# Adult data from CDC’s Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

24

PURDUE EXTENSION |

A N N U A L R E P O R T - 2017

PURDUE EXTENSION |

A N N U A L R E P O R T - 2017

25

H E A LT H E D U C AT I O N

Motivating Indiana residents
to be more active is what
Extension does.

It seemed like an amazing opportunity
to experience how these individuals live
and if their lifestyle could be translated
to the U.S.
Nancy Edwards,
Purdue University Associate
Professor of Nursing
and Gerontology

Walking is a popular form of physical

Get WalkIN’ is a new email-based
program offered through Purdue
Extension. Participants can easily sign
up, walk on their own, and receive
emailed support and information on
health benefits, goal-setting, social
support, and overcoming barriers to
walking.
Get WalkIN’ is Indiana’s first health promotion program
delivered solely via email. In 2016, surveys of 300
participants from 12 counties showed that:
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48%

were considered sufficiently active before
the program.

88%

read the emails quite often or always.

82%

were classified as sufficiently active after
the program.

70%

of participants agreed that the emails were
easy to read and understand.

Exploring the keys
to longevity is what
Extension does.

This Ikarian couple in their 80s welcomed the Purdue team
into their home for a snack of fresh bread with homemade
goat cheese and wine.

What does it mean to age successfully? To learn
more about healthy and happy aging, two Health
& Human Sciences Extension administrators,
eight county Extension Educators, and faculty and
graduate students from Purdue’s School of Nursing
visited Ikaria, Greece, where one in three residents
reach the age of 90.
The team identified three key themes to longevity:
socialization, fresh and natural foods, and a sense
of purpose. Ikarians frequently visit each other in
person, and most eat local, fresh, and homemade
foods, with vegetables and fruits from their
gardens accompanied by fish or bread. Older
Ikarians also found meaning in such daily tasks as
tending goats or caring for grandchildren.

Graphic courtesy of HHS-360 2017.

activity — and good for your health.
Only half of all American adults get
the recommended amount of physical
activity, which can lower their risk of
heart disease, high blood pressure,
type 2 diabetes, osteoporosis,
depression, and in older adults, falls.

HHS Extension will incorporate these and other
lessons from the Ikaria visit into its educational
programs, which serve nearly one million Indiana
individuals and families each year.
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LEADER TRAINING

Training Indiana’s future
entrepreneurs is what
Extension does.
A key component to the success of Indiana’s
The Indiana 4-H Entrepreneurship
Academy showed me that here
in America, as long as you’re
determined and work on your craft,
you can achieve anything you set
your mind to.
Ludvin Cambara, Senior,
Frankfort High School

After the Indiana 4-H Entrepreneurship Academy,
the 17 participants said the following:

100% 92%
believe they
have the
necessary
skills to start
their own
business.

28

PURDUE EXTENSION |

A N N U A L R E P O R T - 2017

Ludvin Cambara, top and far left, of Frankfort, and Michael Claycamp,
near left, of Seymour, participated in the Indiana 4-H Entrepreneurship
Academy, pitching their aquaponics business concept.

understand
what it takes
to start their
own business.

92%

80%

understand
the barriers
and risk
involved in
building a
successful
business.

would like
to start their
own business
someday.

economy and its communities is fostering
strong small businesses that start – and can
stay – here at home. Sponsored by Purdue
Extension’s Indiana 4-H Youth Development, the
Indiana 4-H Entrepreneurship Academy gives
youth the unique opportunity to network with
entrepreneurs, gain access to industry data,
develop business plans, and learn how to pitch
their ideas to investors.
Ludvin Cambara, a senior at Frankfort High School,
met his potential business partner, Jackson County
4-H member Michael Claycamp, at the three-day
academy at Purdue University. Together, they
developed a plan to pitch the plan for Aquapon,
a business designed to bring fresh, affordable
vegetables and fish to Indiana residents, at the
2017 Indiana 4-H Youth Congress.
Cambara, who immigrated to the U.S. with his
mother and uncle from his native Guatemala six
years ago, says the entrepreneurship opportunities
presented by the academy are especially important
to him.
“Being an entrepreneur means opportunity,”
he says.
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LEADER TRAINING

Who empowers youth for careers
of the future? Extension does.
Technology plays an increasingly important role

in our lives, but the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects that in three years, there will be 1.4 million
jobs available related to computer science (CS) and
only 400,000 qualified candidates.
Indiana 4-H Youth Development is responding to this
need by partnering with Google for a CS collaboration.
The program teaches youth not only technical skills
like coding, but also the teamwork skills and resilience
they’ll need in the future.
The collaboration is funded by a $1.5 million grant
from Google.org to establish a CS program reaching
more than 100,000 people across 22 states, including
Indiana. It emphasizes efforts to reach communities
where youth traditionally have limited access to
computers, internet, or CS training.

It is important for kids to develop a
wide range of skills, like computer
science skills, analytical thinking,
and creative problem solving, and
our work with National 4H Council
will help ensure that kids across
the country have access to a
better future.
Jacquelline Fuller,
President of Google.org

With support from Google, Indiana 4-H is equipping
community Educators with funding, curriculum,
training, devices, and support from Google CS
experts. The program features teen-led, peer-to-peer
mentoring.
Indiana 4-H held its first training session this fall
and also partnered with Google for two days of
educational workshops and activities at the Indiana
State Museum.
Indiana 4-H students participate in a computer
science workshop in collaboration with Google.org.
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LEADER TRAINING

Helping youth learn by doing
is what Extension does.
Alexandra Forsythe, a 10-year Indiana 4-H Youth
Development member, always prepared exhibits for
the Huntington County 4-H Fair. But this year, she had
to miss the judging.
As a NASA intern at the Langley Research Center in
Hampton, Virginia, she was busy designing a circuit
board to help space probes land without crashing.

Through 4-H, I’ve been able to do all
kinds of projects…and learn things
like how to do public speaking and
research. I’ve boosted my confidence
levels and I’ve gained a lot of knowledge
that I can apply to school.

She created a video to explain the particle accelerator
she built and the supercomputer she assembled to
drive it. That video paid off when her project advanced
to win 4-H Exhibit Hall Best of Show Champion at the
2017 Indiana State Fair.

Alexandra Forsythe, 		
10-year Indiana 4-H member

She shares her expertise as a Purdue Extension
County Science Ambassador, developing educational
programs and videos to help children understand and
appreciate scientific principles, often using the R2-D2
robot she built to discuss circuit design and computer
programming.
While dyslexia initially made school difficult, she
says, Indiana 4-H changed her life. Now she’s a dualcredit student at Indiana Tech and Purdue Northwest,
studying electrical engineering, computer science and
engineering, and math.

Alexandra Forsythe displays a breadboard used to
test circuits before fabrication.
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D ATA S U M M A R Y

Learning Event Sessions

11,574
Structured educational programs offered
to the public in person or via technology

Direct Educational Contacts

2017

310,283

34

Participants in Extension learning events

Social Media Statistics
Engagements: 10,675
(likes, comments, shares)

4-H By the Numbers
Indiana 4-H Youth Development empowers young
people to grow into the next generation of leaders and
meet the diverse issues our country faces through education
and activity in citizenship; healthy living; and science,
engineering, technology, and math.

In 2017:

59,000+ Indiana 4-H members engaged in 		

New and returning users: 442,089
Page views: 2,705,885
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Enhancing Indiana’s workforce development through
a collaboration with Purdue’s Manufacturing Extension
Partnership – which will train Extension educators and
expand delivery of the Skills for Success program that
will strengthen the workforce pipeline for entry-level
manufacturing jobs.

>12,000 served as active 4-H volunteers.
The Indiana 4-H Foundation – which seeks to create
and enhance growth opportunities for Indiana 4-H youth
and their leaders – distributed:

Encouraging business growth, thanks to the Business
Retention and Expansion program. Soon to be offered
in new counties after a recent pilot, this program helps
create local task forces to build capacities, resources, and
relationships that keep Indiana businesses successful.

4-H club experiences.

36 scholarships at a value 			
of $39,000. Learn more about the
Indiana 4-H Foundation at www.in4h.org/.

Learning event and direct contact statistics reflect county Extension
Educators only. Statistics are current as of 1/9/18. Extension website
metrics provided by Google Analytics and Extension social media
metrics provided by Hootsuite.

As Purdue Extension sets strategies for 2018 and beyond,
several programs and initiatives already illustrate that
strengthening Indiana is what Purdue Extension does,
including:

Continued pesticide safety and responsibility by
incorporating state-mandated dicamba herbicide
training into our existing, popular Private Applicator
Recertification Program – helping encourage efficient,
environmentally sustainable use.

		

New followers / likes: 1,452

Website Statistics

Looking Toward the Future

Diversifying the Enhancing the Value of Public Spaces
program through a multidisciplinary collaboration. The
program will add, as a 2018 pilot, a health and wellness
component to enhance food access and active living
through improved public spaces.
Emphasizing animal ethics throughout Indiana with
online and on-site Indiana 4-H Youth Development
programs targeted toward both youth who show
animals in Indiana 4-H events and the parents /
volunteers who assist them.
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Strengthening Indiana is what
Purdue Extension does.

Learn more about Purdue Extension.
extension.purdue.edu

Interested in a Purdue Extension career?
extension.purdue.edu/careers

Stay up-to-date on the latest Purdue Extension initiatives.
Download our free Success Stories app from
the App Store or Google Play!
Follow us on social media.

/PurdueExtension

/PUExtension

@PurdueExtension

Explore ExtensionDoes.org to discover more ways
Purdue Extension helps strengthen Indiana.

The Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service is an equal access/equal opportunity institution.

