
ADAMS COUNTY 4-H
Livestock Production SPARK Brings Awareness to Youth
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• 3 new approved volunteers
• 32 youth; 1 new to 4-H
• Livestock Production SPARK opportunity allowed 

youth to dive into the Production Agriculture side 
of their 4-H projects. Youth gained knowledge in 
barn set-up with appropriate ventilation systems, 
actual hands-on identification methods and 
successful marketing of livestock.  

• Youth indicated they learned there was much 
more than they realized to raising livestock and 
expressed gratefulness towards parents and 
mentors who helped with some of the production 
practices they did not consider. 



ALLEN COUNTY  4-H
Virtual Tour of Indiana

1

Allen County 4-H invited 4-H 
members and families from 
across the state to participate in 
a virtual walking, running, or 
biking tour across Indiana. 

100+ Facebook Shares
11,000+ Facebook Views



AREA 8 & 9 CAMP
In a joint effort to serve our 3-6th graders, 
we teamed up to offer a virtual 4-H Camp. 
Counselors made videos relating to the 
topics usually at camp. We had over 200 
views of our camp website, and several 
youth who ‘attended’ live Zoom sessions 
with working professionals.

Counties: Carroll, Cass, Clinton, Howard, 
Miami, Newton, Pulaski, Tippecanoe, White
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AREA V VIRTUAL SPARK CLUB SERIES
Area V Youth Educators came together in May and June 
to deliver 4 Virtual SPARK Clubs to their youth.

Let’s Get Cooking   ס Exploring Photography

Discover the World!   ס Pledge to be Your Best!

111 Unique Sign-Ups 

"I appreciate it and learned many new things. It was also 
fun!“ -participant

"I wanted to say thank you for coordinating these. My 
daughter has enjoyed them. It's been hard to be on them 
Live, but appreciate the option to watch later.“ -mother
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BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY 4-H DIGITAL 
SHOWCASE
Bartholomew County had a virtual only fair 
this summer.  To celebrate the hard work and 
accomplishments of our youth, we had a 
dedicated website created, the Bartholomew 
County 4-H Digital Showcase! You can check 
it out at bcdigitalshowcase.com.

We hosted a weeklong celebration on our 
Facebook page with over 79,000 reached by 
our page in that one week!

1



BOARD GAME DRIVE THRU
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With funding provided by the Nola Gentry Charitable 
Trust and The Indiana 4-H Foundation, Johnson County 
4-H provided free games for families of Johnson County. 
During the start of COVID, Johnson County 4-H 
recognized that many youth were tired of using tablets or 
technology, so we thought this was a great way for 
families to do something fun and different together.

75 families were reached through our drive thru event
• 43 of those families had no youth member in 4-H



BOONE COUNTY 4-H 
Educational Programming for Youth of First Responders

(4-H Foundation Covid-19 Response Grant)
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Thirteen educational/hands-on activity 
kits were created using 4-H lesson plans 
& distributed to Witham Family YMCA & 
Mental Health - Boone County for use in 
child care programs for elementary aged 
youth of First Responders. 



CARROLL COUNTY
Cooking Secrets SPARK Club
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11 youth (7 new to 4-H) experimented in the kitchen to learn the secrets for 
fluffy pancakes, sausage, mac and cheese and brownies.



CARROLL COUNTY
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Veterans / First Responders Dinner

33 Junior Leaders prepared and hosted dinner for 105 Veterans and First 
Responders. Program included speeches from two members thanking our guests 

for their service and a flag presentation.





CLINTON COUNTY 
Reverse Community 
Easter Egg Hunt
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-Thank you to the Nola Gentry Charitable Trust for the 
$1,000.00 grant and additional community donations

-Granted to fight hunger during the Covid-19 outbreak

-A dozen eggs, a 5# bag of potatoes, and numerous canned 
and boxed goods given

- Delivered door-to-door to 300 homes in Kirklin!



“ADD A ROW” GARDEN PROJECT
• Food insecurity rates in Crawford = 13% prior to COVID. 

• Purdue Extension-Crawford Co. invited all to "Add a Row" to 
their gardens and donate the produce to local food pantries. 

• Donated 1,400lbs. of produce grown in Crawford

• Healthy living= access to fresh produce during Pandemic.

• Neighbors helping neighbors impacts mental health

• Financial well-being= those in need can’t always afford 
fresh produce. 
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HANDS TO LARGER SERVICE 
Crawford County 4-H completed multiple servant 
leadership projects in the 2019-2020 program year. 
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• Hand-made blanket created in honor of special 
4-H Volunteer

• Free Sack Lunch for youth during COVID-19

• Community Trash Clean-up

• Music 4 Meals: Food Pantry Fundraiser

• Volunteers at local food pantries

• “Add a Row” Garden Project 



DAVIESS COUNTY 4-H
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

FEBRUARY TO MAY

HANDS to larger service

Jr. Leaders pillowcase (45 cases sewn) and tied blanket service projects 
for CPS, funding provided by Jr. Leaders 
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HEALTH to better living

Nola Gentry Charitable Trust & The Indiana 4-H Foundation funding 
provided support for donation to Feed My Sheep Food Pantry.

Twenty one healthy snack bags distributed county wide to first 
responders and County Health Dept.









DUBOIS COUNTY Fall Break STEAM Camp
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• 33 youth attended
• Youth participated in STEAM Challenges
• Youth went on a scavenger hunt nature hike
• Because of this event, several members went back 

to their clubs and requested these kinds of 
activities at club meetings.  So, a volunteer 
training on STEAM was held and these kits are 
now checked out by club leaders



LEARNING FROM HOME SERIES
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ELKHART COUNTY

• Completed several quick videos as part of a learning from home series for 
youth to complete. 

• This included a lesson on water density, cooking breakfast and creative 
writing. 

• They can be seen at our YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPX_SPfLIDPTX0L_ehSuf2g/videos

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPX_SPfLIDPTX0L_ehSuf2g/videos


UPCYCLE FUNK  MONDAYS 
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FAYETTE COUNTY



HOW TO BE A YOUTUBER
With more than 40 youth in attendance, 
participants learned the basics of creating a 
Youtube channel and how to edit content!

Participants also learned the importance of 
internet safety and proper posting 
procedure!
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ELECTRIFYING SCIENCE WITH CIRCUIT BOARDS

-Reaches all 4th grade students in Fulton County

-Teacher commented, “Youth were engaged, collaborative, and involved in their learning. 
Some students that struggle academically did extremely well with this. “
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GIBSON & PIKE COUNTY 
ESCAPE ROOM

The breakout program was a virtual reality escape room that 
launched across the state of Indiana.

• All puzzles focused on educational standards associated with 
STEM, healthy living, reading/writing skills and more. 

• Total enrollment was over 840 members representing 88 
counties and even included members from other states. 

• Created a Facebook group where participants can give each 
other tips, hints, and share their experiences; over 200 families 
joined to support each other and create a sense of community. 



GRANT COUNTY 4-H 
SUMMER SURVIVAL KITS

• When students left school due to COVID-19 and never 
returned, all their school supplies were left behind.

• Thanks to a new partnership with the Grant County 
Children’s Bureau, a donation of $1000.00 was made to 
Grant County 4-H for the purchase of materials for the 
Summer Survival Kits.

• 4-H Junior Leaders collated the 80 kits.

• The Summer Survival kits were distributed in the Marion 
Community Schools summer homework club by the School 
Principals.

• Response was of appreciation and gratitude for the kits 
and how they were so gladly received by the students to 
give them supplies to be creative during the summer.
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GREENE COUNTY YOUTH HEALTH COUNCIL
17 youth, grades 10-12, from across the county were invited to 
found a youth health council. 

They identified Substance Abuse (Vaping, Alcohol, Drugs and 
Tobacco), Financial Health, Sexual Health, Online Safety, Human 
Trafficking. They placed all of these topics under the larger 
umbrella of Mental Health.

Planned a Health Fair for School Administrators and Educators 
for April. They successfully pivoted in March to virtual meetings 
and designed subject matter flyers for their community and 
schools.

“This is the most important thing I have done in 4-H.” -GCYHC member
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HAMILTON COUNTY 4-H GOLD 
Impact: 62 Hamilton County youth 
completed “at home" 4-H in a bag 
program kits with all supplies 
provided.

Topics included:
• Geocaching 
• Forestry 
• Sport fishing 
• Weather
• Wildlife 
• Geology 
• Wildflowers
• Entomology
• Star gazing
• Bicycle Challenge 
• Outdoor Cooking 
• Fitness and Healthy Eating
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HARRISON COUNTY 4-H

Harrison County 4-H partnered with the 
Harrison County Youth Advocacy 
Center and Dare to Care of Louisville to  
provide a teen cooking and nutrition 
course. 43% of youth identified that 
Cooking Matters for Teens was their 
first 4-H engagement. 100% indicated 
that they knew how to keep their 
cooking areas clean, and how to stop 
spreading germs.
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Cooking Matters for Teens



HARRISON COUNTY

1

Covid-19 Equine Education
Harrison County 4-H partnered with 
professional farrier, Chuck Ingram, to 
let 4-H families and horse owners 
know how     Covid-19 was affecting 
this area of the horse industry. 

Over 8600 views on YouTube!



HENDRICKS COUNTY Diversity in STEM Day
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More than 45 community youth learned about STEM 
careers and were able to try STEM activities such as 3D 
printing, Google Goggles, Keva Planks, and more. A panel 
of diverse STEM professionals spoke about the 
importance trying new things, the need for diversity in 
STEM fields, and how youth can make a difference in the 
future. Hendricks County 4-H brought several new and 
established community partners together to make this 
event happen.

80% of youth who attended stated that this was 
their FIRST 4-H experience. 

“I learned how to use a 3D Pen.” - Participant 

*Event happened 
BEFORE COVID-19



JACKSON COUNTY 4-H COMMITTEE RETREAT
The First Annual Jackson County 4-H Committee Retreat was held in September of 2019. During the 

retreat, 4-H Committees worked together to celebrate the success of the 2018/2019 4-H Program Year 
and identify areas for improvement in the future. 4-H Committees worked together to create 

S.M.A.R.T. Goals for the 2019/2020 Program Year and reviewed the Essential Elements of Positive 
Youth Development. The swine committee (pictured below) had 100% attendance. 37 approved 4-H 
Volunteers attended the retreat. The finance committee had the greatest success during 2019/2020, 

as they explored the possibility of establishing a Jackson County 4-H Endowment Fund with the 
Indiana 4-H Foundation and officially set up the fund in March of 2020. Currently, there is $9,481.83 

invested in the account with almost $25,000 pledged over the next few years. The 2nd Annual 
Committee Retreat is scheduled for October 8, 2020!



JASPER COUNTY 
LEAPING INTO LEADERSHIP

• Introduction to leadership lessons taught to a 3rd Grade 
Classroom

• Topics of each of the 4 lessons included:  Leadership Styles, 
Communication, Conflict Management, and Team Building

• Impact made is evident by the results of a survey where the 
youth denoted: 

100% knew the importance of teamwork in leadership
91% learned about their personal leadership style 
82% gained the skills to solve problems or conflicts 
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JASPER COUNTY
VIRTUAL 4-H DEMONSTRATIONS
Jasper County Jr. Leaders recorded and posted on social 
media 10 virtual demonstrations with topics ranging from 
care of livestock to reflexology techniques.  
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JENNINGS COUNTY
BE MERRY AND BRIGHT NIGHT

• Collaborated with the non-profit group Come to the Table to host a family event at Country Squire Lakes, an 
underserved housing addition in Jennings County. 

• 73 people in attendance created gingerbread houses, had a free meal and learned about Purdue Extension and 4-H 
opportunities in Jennings County.
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BOARD GAME DRIVE THRU

1

With funding provided by the Nola Gentry Charitable 
Trust and The Indiana 4-H Foundation, Johnson County 
4-H provided free games for families of Johnson County. 
During the start of COVID, Johnson County 4-H 
recognized that many youth were tired of using tablets or 
technology, so we thought this was a great way for 
families to do something fun and different together.

75 families were reached through our drive thru event
• 43 of those families had no youth member in 4-H



KNOX COUNTY 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
124 youth trained in using the INWork curriculum 
Taught to: 

• 2 classes from Lincoln High School 

• 2 classes from North Knox Junior Senior High 

• 1 class from South Knox Middle High School 

• 4 classes from South West Youth Detention Center
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As a results of the program: 

• 94% of youth have 
developed understanding 
for being respectful to 
others. 

• 75% of youth 
demonstrate professional 
communication 
appropriate to the 
academic & workplace 
context. 

Program delivered Fall 2019 – Spring 2020



DESTINATION DISCOVERY - STEM

Kosciusko County

1

A seven week STEM partnership with Warsaw YMCA’s Camp Little Eagle led to 
102 happy campers!



LAKE COUNTY 4-H   
“ASK AN ENTOMOLOGIST’’

• Changed up our traditional 4-H Entomology insect 
collecting/pinning workshops

• Invited Purdue entomologist Dr. Gwen Pearson to join 
us virtually

• Fifteen youth (including two new to 4-H) viewed live 
exotic insects and asked questions about insect 
identification, habitats, and the field of entomology
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LAKE COUNTY 4-H   
BICYCLE SPARK CLUB

• Seven youth (four new to 4-H) practiced 
bicycle skills, safety, and basic maintenance 
& repair

• Family trail ride

• Visit to BMX course

• Comment from a parent: “The kids are 
excited about riding bikes now and it’s 
something we can do as a family!”
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LAKE COUNTY 4-H   
CLOVER GAMING CONNECTION

• Seven youth, aged 12-16, participated in this 4-H SPARK Club

• Members learned game mechanics, game design, cooperative 
and competitive gameplay, and career opportunities through 
the Indiana 4-H Clover Gaming Connection curriculum

• The club experimented by playing a variety of tabletop games; 
each member designed their own game and presented it 

• All youth expressed positive attitudes about science and 
engineering; 86% said they had learned to communicate a 
game design solution to others and 71% reported that the 
program helped identify careers that might be a good fit for 
them
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LAPORTE-PORTER 4-H OVERNIGHT 
CAMP COUNSELOR RETREAT
 Inaugural Overnight Retreat held at Dunes 

Learning Center in Porter, IN with 38 teens 
from LaPorte and Porter Counties on Feb. 21-
22, 2020.

 Teens participated in recreational leadership 
challenge activities, program planning, and 

reflection opportunities (and more).

“At the overnight retreat I learned a lot of team work skills and I 
think what we learned was very important. The camp counselor 
trainings affected my leadership skills because I learned that all 
opinions and ideas are a good idea. In the trainings, we all had to 
listen to everyone and it made us all realize that just because 
you think the idea isn’t good doesn’t mean we can’t try the idea 
out. I think through it all we developed better listening skills and 
team building skills. The overnight retreat for me helped me a 
lot get out of my comfort zone.”

- April, LaPorte County

Qualitative Analysis Life Skills 
Learned Themes:
-Relationship-building (14x)
-Teamwork (13x)
-Self-awareness (all responses 
centered around awareness of 
abilities/how they improved, etc.)
-Communication (12x)
-Trust (7x)
-Resiliency (7x)



LAWRENCE COUNTY 4-H
Virtual Photography SPARK Club
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Participants’ work: McKenna Slack (left) & Katie Sites (right)

A 4-H Volunteer and professional photographer hosted 
a four session SPARK club via WebEx conferencing 
software. The 4-H Educator served as technology host. 
Between sessions, participants received challenges, and 
they emailed their submissions to the volunteer for 
feedback. 

The twelve youth participants (grades 4-7) learned 
about basic camera functions and the “rules” of 
composition. They also learned how to prepare a 4-H 
photography exhibit. The photographer said each 
member increased the quality of their photos from the 
beginning to the end. 



CHANGEMAKERS—MARION COUNTY
Teens researched, ideated, and 
pitched community service projects
to enhance life and the environment.

Ideas included:
• Making and instructing about first 

aid kits
• Teaching about animal care 
• Campaigning to increase recycling

Curriculum borrowed from 4-H Kosovo.
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IMAGINE SCIENCE—MARION COUNTY
Xiomara and Rachael worked on the summer 
portion of this grant-funded program to:

• Create programming for up to 1000 youth
in Marion County focused on STEM topics

• Train and equip 7 teens who put in over 
400 hours of work recording clips for 15 
videos and delivering packets of activity 
supplies to 12 locations across Marion, 
Hendricks, and Hancock counties
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PLANT A SEED FOR TOMORROW—MARION COUNTY
Over 110 families from 37 states participated 
in a six-week virtual gardening course with 
healthy living and global connections.

Vegetable and herb seeds were mailed to 
plant, thanks to the Indiana 4-H Foundation.

32 families committed to growing an ‘extra 
crop’ of produce to donate to a local food 
bank or pantry in their area!
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FACEBOOK LIVE SERIES Impact: 4-H members and youth wanted to 
host a series of Facebook live programs for 
others to learn about projects that they are 
passionate about. With 11 videos we reached 
over 2,000 views on our Facebook Page. 
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TRI-COUNTY STATE HOUSE TRIP
Impact: 20 youth and 3 educators attended the trip. When youth 
were asked if they plan on using what they learned during this trip 
later on, 16 out of 20 agreed that they definitely would. Examples of 
things that youth learned during the session include: Learned the 
process of passing a bill, History of Indiana lime stone, What it 
means to appeal a case.
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MARTIN COUNTY STEM PROGRAM

Martin County 3rd & 4th

grade youth learned 
robotic basics at The 

January 2020 Robotics 
Relay Race. Youth built 
and raced R2D2 robots. 
Thank you to the new 
4-H Club Leader and 

youth volunteers!  
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MONROE COUNTY Back Yard 4-H Camp Experience
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Monroe County 4-H Camp Counselors put together a YouTube series of our favorite 4-H Camp activities 
like tree identification, line dancing, and food safety for families to follow along with at home! 

723 Views on YouTube!



MONTGOMERY COUNTY
FISH Food Pantry Re-Stock

1

Thanks to the generosity Indiana 4-H Foundation and the Nola 
Gentry Charitable Trust, Junior Leader officer team received a 
$1,000 grant to help re-stock our local FISH Food Pantry.

The local FISH Food Pantry saw a 50% 
increase in the amount of people visiting 
at the beginning of the pandemic, making
it hard to keep their pantry stocked. Part 
of the of the Junior Leader Officer team went shopping to help 
re-stock shelves and donated 366 pounds of food products to 
the FISH Food Pantry. When unpacking the food items, 
volunteers at the pantry taught youth how the pantry operates 
and what the need has been like over the last few months. 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY
STEAM Club

1

As part of a local afterschool program, 23 youth 
explored various hands-on STEAM activities, including 
completing the 2019 NYSD, “Game Changers”. 

After participating in STEAM Club, 93.8% 
of youth express positive attitudes about 
science and 84.5% of youth demonstrate a 
capacity for science process skills. 

Youth who appeared to lack confidence at the beginning of the club 
were taking on more leadership roles in team activities and actively 
helping their peers when they saw they were struggling. 



MORGAN COUNTY 4-H:  A BENCH FOR CAPS 

16 benches + 3 picnic tables since 2016
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OWEN COUNTY SPARK GARDEN
A COVID Response project

1

• Over 60 pounds of 
produce to food 
pantries to date

• Provided fair exhibits 
for participants

• Experience for  novice 
gardeners

• Strengthen community 
partnerships



PARKE COUNTY 
Civic Engagement Opportunities 
COVID Style

• Individual/family trash clean-up in 
parks, cemeteries, and at 
courthouse
• 5 public areas cleaned

• No contact food drives
• Over 120 pounds collected

• Indiana 4-H Foundation Grant 
funded to provide monetary 
donation to food pantries
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PERRY COUNTY ENDOWMENT ESTABLISHED
◊ Supported by Indiana 4-H 
Foundation

◊ Over $34,000 raised in two years

◊ Goal of financial independence

◊ Youth led fundraising efforts

◊ Mostly small, local donors
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PERRY COUNTY 4-H
HANDS TO LARGER SERVICE

◊ Over 20 service projects 
completed April-August

◊ Supported by the Nola Gentry 
Charitable Trust and The Indiana 
4-H Foundation

◊ Youth identified and addressed 
needs
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PORTER COUNTY 4-H
4-H Little Workshops Presented by Junior Leaders

Unable to host in-person project 
workshops, Porter County Junior 
Leaders created short project 
presentation videos that were 
posted online. Six videos yielded 
more than 2000 views.



CROSSING GENERATIONS
As a part of Crossroads: Change in Rural 

America, Posey County 4-H partnered with 
Historic New Harmony to bring together 7 Posey 
County 4-H youth and 7 established community 
members to facilitate conversations and share 
wisdom, memories, and visions for our future. 

The full video can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

5XbN_giakw&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5XbN_giakw&feature=youtu.be


PULASKI COUNTY
ANNUAL MEETING UPGRADE

This year Purdue Extension-Pulaski County Extension Educators 
revamped the traditional Annual Meeting.

Ninety members of the community were informed about Pulaski 
County Extension programs including: Drones, Captain Cash, 
and the purpose of a caring adult in youth programming.

Attendees also had the opportunity to experience items from the 
Maker Kit donated by Subaru.
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PUTNAM COUNTY 4-H
7th Grade Natural Resource Field Day

What is the difference between a left 
and right handed snail? (far right)

How old is that tree? (lower middle)

Where does poop go? (top middle)
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PUTNAM COUNTY 4-H
Junior Leaders provide bird feeders to 
assisted living facilities & signs to health 
care heros.
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RANDOLPH COUNTY NATURE CAMP 
Impact: 14 Randolph County youth and 9 
adults completed “Nature Camp on the 
Go“. It was an all inclusive educational 
nature camp. We used the informal 
Nature of teaching curriculum.  

• Let’s Go Outside

• Chirp, Chirp

• Bird Feeder

• Garden Surprise

• Tree Talk

• Explore Your Habitat
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RUSH COUNTY 
IMPACT- LAND STEWARDSHIP SPARK CLUB
18 youth and adults participated in a 
service based STEM Spark Club. 
Participants learned about local 
ecology and how trash entering our 
local watersheds impacts the earth 
on a larger scale. They then spent 
the day removing five large trash 
bags of litter from nature trails in a 
local park. This group is making 
long term plans to improve the area 
including removing invasive plants, 
providing new trash cans with lids, 
and hosting a tree planting event.
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*This event took 
place before 
Covid 19.



RUSH COUNTY  4-H
VIRTUAL HYGGE CHALLENGE FOR HEALTHY LIVING
Rush County 4-H invited 4-H members and 
families to participate in a thirty day Hygge 
Challenge during the month of April in order 
to focus on and improve mental health 
during the pandemic. Hygge is the Danish 
practice of mindfulness and finding joy in the 
simple things. A different challenge task was 
provided each day of the month including 
activities like creating art, cooking, exploring 
nature, caring for animals, and more. The 
challenges were viewed over 500 times and 
over 50 comments and photos of 4-h 
members and families participating in the 
challenge were shared on social media.
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SCOTT COUNTY HORSE & PONY BOOT CAMP 

100% of participants stated that they learned new things and 100% said they felt their horsemanship has improved. Participants family 
stated "We see a positive improvement in the ability of our kids, thanks to these clinics and the boot camp" and "This was great; helped 
my daughter relax and build confidence with her mare".
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SHELBY COUNTY 
JUNIOR LEADER MASTERCLASS PROGRAM

The Shelby County 4-H Junior Leaders created content for the 
Shelby County Masterclass Program. They created five videos 
with tips and tricks for working on their projects for our virtual 
fair. Topics included (each junior leader selected their interest 
area/expertise):

 Soil & Water Science 

 Cake & Cupcake Decorating 

 Goats 

 Shooting Sports

 General poster tips & tricks 
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COMMUNITY GRANT FUNDS SCHOOL GREENHOUSE

• $7,000 grant received to implement a greenhouse at local elementary school for year-round 
growing opportunities. 

• 94 pounds of produce donated over the last year to school backpack program and food 
bank.

• Healthy Living SPARK Club and summer Garden Club led to 1 new volunteer and 3 new youth 
enrolled in Spencer County 4-H.

• 263 youth reached through school programming efforts.
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STARKE COUNTY YOUTH CLUB
• The Starke County Youth Club, Inc. (SCYC) 

exists to support children and families. The Club 
environment encourages a life-long love of 
learning and the ability to reach awesome 
potential.

• Starke County 4-H partners with the Starke 
County Youth Club (SCYC) at all three 
elementary sites.

• Youth focused on STEM activities including 
animal science, healthy living, weather science 
and climate, chemistry, food science through 
hypothesis, discovery, creativity, and teamwork 
in 2019-2020.

• Items from “Maker Kit” are used at all sites 
throughout the year.

• 210 Starke County youth participated in 22 
sessions, September-March, grades K-9. 
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2020 STATE 4-H 
JUNIOR LEADER 
COUNCIL 
Successful 180° Pivot: 
transition from in-person 
to fully virtual 
conference for 76 
students!
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STATE 4-H OFFICE
VIRTUAL CAKE 
DECORATING 
WORKSHOP

Zoom room filled to 300 capacity

791 YouTube video views
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OneDrive Solicitation of Program Success

Problem: Seeking Great Programming from Counties during Time of COVID-19

 Steve McKinley offered a great idea to solicit PowerPoint slides from 
each county.

 Tony Carrell taught a reluctant Casey Mull to use OneDrive effectively
 Educators didn’t think that this was part of the reporting process!  
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STEUBEN COUNTY 4-H

Trine University Robotics Club Leads Intro to Robotics Spark Club

1

• 4 new approved volunteers
• 10 youth; 5 new to 4-H
• Youth built an underwater

rover, dunk tested it in our
janitor’s trash can, and
partnered with the YMCA for
the first dive.

• Teen’s favorite part: using
toilet wax to seal it up!



SULLIVAN COUNTY: STEMFEST

1

• Over 120 youth attended this day long STEM 
program that included 6 hours of instruction.

• 72% of attendees said they got to try new 
things to see how they worked.



SWITZERLAND COUNTY
10TH GRADE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
• 3 Day intensive leadership program 

• Focused on: Citizenship, Leadership , Mentoring, 
Team Building, Civic Engagement, Volunteerism, and 
Community Service

• $2,450 of in kind dollars are generated by the group 
during our community service project. 

1



CODING SPARK CLUB (FALL BREAK 2019) 

1

TIPPECANOE COUNTY

Leaders
• 5 people helped lead the program

• 3 teen leaders
• 1 new volunteer 
• 1 educator 
• 1 state specialist 

Participants
• 20 youth participants 

• 5 new 4-H members
• 5 of the participants 

were female
• 5 youth were a race or 

ethnicity other than 
white.

Program Description: A coding spark club was held during fall break in Tippecanoe County. The program 
featured content from the 2018 and 2019 National Youth Science Day Experiments, Robotics, Raspberry Pis, and 
Binary Bracelets. 

Impact
• 16 had little to no coding experience prior to the program
• 100% of those surveyed indicated that they learned new things about 

science and engineering. 
• 100% indicated that the program discussed how to use science to solve real  

problems.
• 1 participant went on to attend the hour of code on campus. She shared that 

she continues to use the Scratch account from the event and even show 
here sister how to use it. 



THE SCIENCE OF STAR WARS EPISODE 4-H: THE AT-HOME EDITION

1

TIPPECANOE COUNTY

Adult/Youth Participation
• 3 adults helped lead the program

• 1 new volunteer, 1 educator, & 1 guest presenter
• Approximately 70 registered participants 

• 21 female, 45 male
• 14 from Tippecanoe County, 49 from Indiana, 1 youth from as far as California

• An average of 25 participants on each live zoom session. 

Impact & Feedback
• Responses from Session 2 featuring a Q&A with a NASA engineer: 

• “That was amazing! I learned a lot about life at NASA, and the Artemis program. I thought it was 
interesting to meet someone with the same profession I may have when I grow up. It was very 
interesting, and gave me even more reasons to become a NASA employee.”

• “What a fun way to incorporate Star Wars things with what you do... science and the planets are really 
interesting and the kids loved it. My daughter also really loved that you were such a smart female 
presenter! Thank you for showing what you do!”

• Session 3 response: “[I learned] that coding is super super fun. Scratch is easy, but if you use real coding, it's 
harder than Scratch.”

• Of the youth who completed the in-person and/or at-home coding activities, 100% indicated learning 
new things about computer science. 100% of the at-home participants had never used Scratch before. 

• Overall response: “I'd love to see more programs like this!”

Program Description: A 4-day virtual learning series was offered the week of May 4th to teach youth about science related to Star Wars. The 
program featured activities that could be done at home with mostly household items. They had a packet guide and we held 4 zoom sessions to 

demonstrate certain activities and engage with one another. Here’s a link to the webpage for the event: https://bit.ly/3hDkkDP

https://bit.ly/3hDkkDP


VIRTUAL AG DAYS
Typically, Purdue Extension – Vanderburgh Co. 

hosts Ag Days, a field trip that allows 4th graders  
the chance to see, touch, taste, smell and hear the 

wonders of local agriculture. Since this was not 
possible due to COVID-19, 8 4-H members and 4 

adults were recruited to create videos on 9 
species of livestock. Videos were shared on 

facebook and the local news. As a result of these 
videos, at least 7616 people were reached and 

learned more about agriculture. 
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VANDERBURGH COUNTY



CREATING A WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL YOUTH
VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

Educators from Posey, Spencer, 
Vanderburgh, and Warrick Counties hosted 

a volunteer development workshop 
focused on helping youth with special 
needs be successful in 4-H and how to 
make 4-H a place that is welcome to all 

youth. Of the 10 volunteers that attended, 
100% felt their knowledge increased and 
feel more confident in empowering youth 
with special needs. One volunteer shared 
that she is more confident asking parents 

for help in supporting their child. 
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POSEY, SPENCER, VANDERBURGH, 
WARRICK COUNTIES



ADULTING 101
• Educators in Vanderburgh and Warrick Counties, designed a 

virtual program to teach youth about self care and career 
exploration

• A combination of Zoom and Google Classroom

was used to deliver this program.

• Youth learned how to improve a resume, handle stress, 

and professionalism.
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VERMILLION COUNTY

1

YOUTH LEADERSHIP & WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT for VERMILLION COUNTY

LUNCH 
AND A 
VISIT  
WITH 
SENATOR
BOOTS

GRADUATION
SERVICE WORK!

TOURING LOCAL INDUSTRY

*16 county SOPHOMORES
*Six 5-Hour sessions + Statehouse trip
*One community service session helping two local organizations
*GRADUATION
Year 2 is in progress with these students and Year 3 is being 
finalized

“"The Vermillion County Youth Leadership program was an 
exceptional opportunity that allowed students to have real life 
learning experiences, build professional relationships, and embrace 
a sense of pride in their own community."



VERMILLION COUNTY: GARDEN IN A BAG

1

Garden Bag Assembly 
by over 30 Jr. Leaders 
in their homes while 
on quarantine

Garden in a 
Bag 
Distribution 
with the 
Mobile School 
Lunch 
Program of SV 
& NV Lunch 
crews

Garden in 
a Bag 
Progress!

VERMILLION CO. 4-H JR. LEADERS COVID 
COMMUNITY SERVICE!
Assembled and made arrangements for 
distribution of 1,000 Garden in a Bag Kits
Project made possible by IN 4-H Foundation COVID 
grant, Clinton Tractor Supply, and Clinton DQ



Bicycle Resources for the Community 
Vigo County 

 Bicycle Safety Tips YouTube video: shared on 
Indiana 4-H’s Wellness Wednesdays 

 Bicycle ABC Quick Check YouTube video: 
included in the "4-H at Home" blog from National 
4-H Council

 Vigo Bike Month Photo Passport: partnered with 
the Vigo County and Terre Haute’s parks & 
recreation departments to encourage safe 
bicycling and visiting a variety of parks

 Resources were shared widely on social media 
platforms from local bike shops, organizations, 
community sharing pages, and other county 
Extension sites

 “There are so many awesome parks in Vigo 
County”
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MINECRAFT CLUB
Vigo County

1

o Youth meet online through various gaming 
consoles and computers to learn 
leadership, teamwork, problem solving, 
and creativity!

o Targeting youth who would rather make 
friends online than come to a meeting, but 
doing it safely!

o 8-12 Youth participated on any given club 
meeting day for 2 hours of creative play!



2020 WARREN COUNTY 4-H FAIR
During the 2020 Warren County 4-H 
Fair we were blessed with the 
opportunity to partner with the WHIN 
Group who livestreamed our 
livestock shows by providing us 
internet and equipment. With this 
livestream, we reached 5,600 people 
just for our poultry show! Our swine 
and beef show averaged 4,100 
people!
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WARRICK COUNTY 4-H HEALTHY 
LIVING TEAM

• 10 Teens as Teachers have taught over 24 hours of 4-H Healthy 
Living programming.

• As a result of this programing, youth participants learned why it 
is important to eat a healthy diet and make healthy food choices.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY 4-H
4-H Yoga Virtual Spark Club

1

Washington County 4-H Educator, Megan 
Broughton, held a virtual yoga spark club in April for both 
youth and adults.  As a certified yoga instructor, she 
wanted to have a platform for youth and adults to learn 
breathing and relaxation techniques to help them during 
this unprecedented time.

Participants met on Zoom once a week for three 
weeks.  Each week built on the last with participants 
learning about breathing, meditation, yoga poses, props 
and much more. 



LIVESTOCK AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
Wayne County 4-H

1

• Mentor program
• Adult volunteer  Youth Livestock Ambassador 

Youth within each Barn
• Livestock Ambassadors are selected by adult volunteers 

based on their knowledge, character, and leadership
• Livestock Ambassadors participate in an annual 2 hour 

training
• Empower Livestock Ambassadors to strive for their own 

success and the success of others
• 26 youth participated in 2019-2020



MISSION AREA MONDAY
Wayne County 4-H

1

• Wayne County 4-H Richmond, Indiana Facebook page
• Each Monday beginning on April 6, 2020- June 29, 2020
• Rotated through each of the three 4-H Mission Areas
• Worked to engage youth through experiential learning 

activities
• Reached more than 200 families
• Examples of weekly activities include fruit/vegetable art 

(Healthy Living), Crypto Club (STEM), and Kindness 
Rock (Citizenship/Leadership)



WHITE COUNTY 4-H FRENZY
White County Junior Leaders made videos to educate our social media community 
on their favorite 4-H projects. Each youth chose their own topic from goats and 
swine to American History and Wildlife. 

This was a successful campaign that had a wide reach on our social media pages.
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4-H STEM CONNECTION
Whitley County 4-H STEM 
Connection Team held a STEM 
event at a local elementary 
school teaching & exploring 
with 4 hands-on activities.

92 youth impacted.

6 new 4-H youth gained.

93% of youth learned about at 
least 1 new career related to 
STEM.
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